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KEYWORDS moral crises. This study aims to examine the extent to which Islamic education
contributes to character building among millennials through Islamic values like
Islamic Education, Character, honesty, responsibility, tolerance, and discipline. The research employs a descriptive
Millennial Generation, Islamic qualitative approach with literature review as the data collection method. The
Values findings indicate that Islamic education, both formal and non-formal, plays a vital

role in shaping the youth’s character, especially when implemented in a contextual
and responsive manner to contemporary dynamics. Islamic education can serve as a
moral and spiritual fortress in confronting information flows and cultural influences
that are inconsistent with Islamic values.

1. Introduction

The millennial era is characterized by rapid technological advancements, information openness, and swift social changes. The
millennial generation, born between the 1980s and early 2000s, has experienced a cultural and lifestyle transformation
heavily influenced by globalization. In this context, Islamic education is expected to address contemporary challenges by
shaping young people's character to be faithful, morally upright, and highly integrous.

Issues such as a decline in respect, weak work ethic, and lack of social concern are major concerns in human resource
development. Therefore, it is crucial to reconsider the role of Islamic education as a pillar in character building. This study
focuses on the contribution of Islamic education in shaping millennial character through value-based and contextual learning
approaches.

In the era of globalization and rapid technological advancement today, the millennial generation faces various challenges in
shaping their identity and personal character. The overwhelming flow of information, an instant lifestyle, and the continuous
unfiltered influence of foreign cultures present unique challenges to the moral and spiritual development of young people. In
this context, education is demanded not only to intellectually enlighten but also to build strong character and personality.
One form of education that holds a strategic role in this regard is Islamic education.

Islamic education is not merely the transfer of religious knowledge but also a continuous process of fostering ethics and
spiritual values. By emphasizing the values of monotheism, honesty, responsibility, and social care, Islamic education has
great potential to instill a strong character foundation in the millennial generation. These values are not only relevant in the
religious context but are also highly needed in social, academic, and professional life.
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The millennial generation is known to be adaptive to change, creative, and technologically literate. However, without being
balanced by strong moral and ethical values, that potential can veer in a negative direction. This is where the important role
of Islamic education comes in to provide direction and life guidance aligned with religious teachings. Islamic education serves
as a balance between technological advancements and spiritual needs, so that millennials are not only intellectually
intelligent but also emotionally and spiritually mature.

Thus, the role of Islamic education is vital in shaping an excellent millennial character. Through curriculum, learning methods,
and the exemplification of educators, Islamic education can form a generation that not only achieves but also carries noble
character. The increasingly complex challenges of the times actually reinforce the importance of strengthening the role of
Islamic education in the lives of today’s youth.

2. Literature review
2.1 Islamic Education

Islamic education is the process of fostering and developing human potential based on the values of Islamic teachings derived
from the Qur'an and Hadith. Its primary goal is to shape individuals who are not only intellectually intelligent but also possess
an Islamic personality faithful, pious, and of noble character. This education encompasses spiritual, moral, social, and
intellectual aspects in an integrated and balanced manner. In Islam, knowledge and religion cannot be separated, as
knowledge is used to strengthen faith and bring one closer to Allah.

Historically, Islamic education has been the foundation of the flourishing Islamic civilization, especially during the Islamic
Golden Age in the medieval period. Educational institutions such as madrasahs, pesantrens, and halaqahs played a significant
role in spreading knowledge and shaping the character of the community. The character developed through Islamic
education is not only individual but also social, such as responsibility to society, justice, and honesty. This indicates that
Islamic education is holistic, covering the relationship between humans and God, fellow humans, and the environment.

In the modern context, Islamic education must be able to respond to the challenges of the times while maintaining its
fundamental principles. This education should not just be delivered theoretically but also internalized through life
experiences, role modeling, and habituation of Islamic behavior. Therefore, learning methods in Islamic education need to be
designed according to the characteristics of today’s learners, including the millennial generation, who tend to be critical,
creative, and tech-savvy.

2.2 Character from the Islamic Perspective

In Islam, character or akhlak development is the core of education. The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) emphasized that one of
his main missions was to perfect human character. Character in Islam is not merely good behavior before others but also
reflects a good relationship with Allah SWT. Thus, values such as honesty, trustworthiness, patience, humility, and love for
others are part of the ideal character that must be formed through Islamic education.

The concept of character in Islam differs from secular approaches that are generally moralistic without a transcendental
basis. In Islam, akhlak comes from revelation and the example of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW), so its formation requires
the integration of knowledge, faith, and practice. Akhlak is not just the result of social habituation but also reflects spiritual
awareness and internalization of religious teachings. Therefore, forming Islamic character means building a balanced
personality among the heart, mind, and behavior.

Character education in Islam can be carried out through various means, including direct teaching, role modeling by teachers
or parents, habituation of good attitudes, and continuous evaluation. In formal educational institutions, moral content can be
integrated into all subjects and school activities. Meanwhile, in family and community environments, character education is
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conducted through social interaction and supervision. All this shows that character formation in the Islamic perspective is a
comprehensive and continuous process.

2.3 Millennial Generation and Its Challenges

The millennial generation comprises those born between 1981 and 1996, currently dominating the productive age in various
sectors of life. They are known to grow up with digital technology, the internet, and social media. Typical characteristics of
this generation are technological literacy, critical thinking, preference for practical matters, and a fast, instant communication
style. However, behind this, they are also vulnerable to identity crises, individualism, and declining spiritual values due to
globalization and popular culture influences.

The main challenge in shaping millennial character is how to align modern values with moral and religious principles. This
generation lives amidst a rapid flow of information, making them susceptible to external values that may not align with
Islamic teachings. Moreover, excessive, uncontrolled use of technology may cause social alienation, weakened empathy, and
dependence on instant gratification. This condition makes character education an urgent necessity for them.

In this context, Islamic education has a strategic role to provide direction and fundamental values in millennial life. The
education must be delivered with relevant and contextual approaches so that it can be accepted and understood by a
generation that tends to be rational and critical. Utilizing technology in learning, as well as dialogical and participatory
approaches, can be strategies to attract millennials in understanding and practicing Islamic values. Therefore, strengthening
character through Islamic education is an important step in addressing the challenges of the age.

2.4 Role of Islamic Education in Shaping Millennial Character

Islamic education plays a crucial role in shaping the character of the millennial generation to avoid becoming trapped in
moral and spiritual crises. By internalizing Islamic values in the learning process, Islamic education can serve as a fortress that
protects the identity and integrity of youth. Values such as honesty, responsibility, cooperation, and tolerance are highly
relevant to instill in this generation so that they can actively and positively contribute to society.

However, for this role to be effective, Islamic education must be packaged with an approach appropriate to the millennial
world. Monologic and doctrinal methods are less effective in reaching this generation. Conversely, a dialogical, interactive,
and technology-based approach can better capture their attention. The use of digital media, creative Islamic content, and
active student involvement in the learning process are some strategies that can be employed.

Furthermore, the role of teachers, parents, and the environment is very decisive in the success of Islam-based character
education. Teachers are not only instructors but also moral role models. Parents function as the primary educators at home,
while the community environment is the space for applying the taught values. With synergy among these three elements,
Islamic education will be able to make a real impact in shaping millennial generations who are intelligent, ethical, and ready
to face the challenges of the times in an Islamic manner.

3. Methodology

This study employs a descriptive qualitative approach using library research methods. Data were collected from various
literature sources, including books, scientific journals, articles, and documents relevant to the topic. The data analysis
technique involved data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions. The focus of this research is to describe the
role of Islamic education in shaping the character of the millennial generation based on theories and previous studies.

4. Results and Discussion

Islamic education plays a crucial role in shaping the character of the millennial generation through the internalization of
Islamic values such as honesty, responsibility, tolerance, and discipline. These values are imparted not only through
instructional materials but also through habituation and role modeling within the educational environment. Effective Islamic
education can serve as a moral fortress amid the strong influence of global culture and the identity crises often experienced
by millennials.



ICIIS Volume 4, 2025

The millennial generation has distinctive characteristics, including a tendency toward technology and a preference for
practical and relevant approaches. Consequently, Islamic education methods need to be adapted to their needs, such as
using digital media, interactive discussions, and value-based learning applications. Teacher role modeling and the utilization
of a positive learning environment are key factors in sustainably instilling Islamic character.

The main challenges in shaping Islamic character are the negative influences of social media, the limited role of the family,
and the gap between theory and practice. Many millennials are more influenced by popular culture than by the religious
values they learn. This indicates that Islamic education cannot function alone but must be supported by a conducive social
environment.

To address these challenges, collaboration among schools, families, and communities is essential in supporting character
education based on Islamic values. The curriculum must be practical, teachers must serve as role models, and families must
be the primary supporters. With a holistic and adaptive approach, Islamic education can play a strategic role in developing a
millennial generation that is moral, independent, and responsible.

5. Conclusion

Islamic education plays a vital role in shaping the character of the millennial generation, especially in facing the challenges of
globalization and moral crises. Through a values-based approach, appropriate learning methods, and role modeling, Islamic
education can foster a generation that is not only intellectually capable but also spiritually and morally excellent. Therefore,
synergy between schools, families, and communities is essential to ensure that the character-building process is effective and
sustainable.

Islamic education plays a very important and strategic role in shaping the character of the millennial generation amid
increasingly complex challenges of the times. Based on the values of faith, noble morals, and life principles taught in Islam,
this education can serve as a moral and spiritual fortress for the younger generation. Values such as honesty, responsibility,
discipline, and social care can be effectively instilled through an integrated and continuous Islamic education process.

In the digital era characterized by rapid changes and unlimited information flow, millennials need a strong character
foundation to avoid being swept away by negative influences. Islamic education presents a solution to balance intellectual
development with the formation of ethical personality. With an approach that suits the characteristics of the millennial
generation—such as being interactive, contextual, and technology-based Islamic education can be an effective means of
producing a superior generation, with integrity, and contributing positively to society.

Therefore, it is important for all elements whether family, educational institutions, or society to support and strengthen the
role of Islamic education in the lives of millennials. With Islamic education carried out to its fullest, it is hoped that a future
generation will emerge that is not only intellectually smart but also possesses a strong Islamic character as a provision to face
the challenges of the times.
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