
Proceeding of International Conference on Islamic and Interdisciplinary Studies 

(ICIIS), 2024 
ISSN: 2963-5489 

Website: https://jurnal.uindatokarama.ac.id/index.php/iciis/issue/archive  

 

 

64 

Philosophy in digital age 

Musta’an Musta’an*1 

 
1Islamic Religious Education Study Program State Islamic University Datokarama Palu, Indonesia 

 

Corresponding Author: Musta’an_Email: alammustaan630@gmail.com  

 

ARTICLE INFO            ABSTRACT 

 

Volume: 3 

 

 

This research examines the role and relevance of philosophy in the digital era, 

characterized by rapid developments in information and communication technology. 

The study investigates how digital transformation influences contemporary 

philosophical thought and, conversely, how philosophy can provide critical insights 

into digital phenomena. Through literature analysis and in-depth interviews with 

philosophers and technology experts, this research identifies three main areas 

where philosophy and the digital world interact: the ethics of artificial intelligence, 

epistemology in the post-truth era, and the ontology of virtual reality. The findings 

indicate that philosophy plays a crucial role in framing and addressing fundamental 

questions arising from the digital revolution, while digital technology simultaneously 

opens new dimensions for philosophical exploration. This study concludes that a 

more intensive dialogue between philosophy and technology is needed to address 

the challenges and opportunities in the digital era. 

KEYWORD 

 

Digital philosophy 

AI ethics 

Post-truth epistemology 

Virtual ontology 

Information technology 

Digital revolution 

Contemporary thought 

Critical analysis 

Interdisciplinary dialogue 

 

 

1. Introduction 

 

The digital era has brought significant changes in how humans interact, think, and understand the world. The rapid 

development of information and communication technology has not only transformed the social and economic landscape but 

also challenged long-standing philosophical concepts. In this context, philosophy—as a discipline traditionally concerned with 

fundamental questions about existence, knowledge, and ethics—finds itself at a critical crossroads. 

The digital revolution has given birth to new phenomena that require deep philosophical exploration. The emergence of 

increasingly sophisticated artificial intelligence (AI) raises urgent ethical questions about consciousness, moral responsibility, 

and the very nature of humanity itself. Meanwhile, the proliferation of information and misinformation in the post-truth era 

challenges our conventional understanding of truth and epistemology. Furthermore, the development of virtual and 

augmented reality blurs the boundaries between the physical and digital worlds, forcing us to reconsider ontological concepts 

of reality and existence. 

However, the relationship between philosophy and the digital world is not just about how technology influences 

philosophical thought. Conversely, philosophy also has a crucial role in framing and answering questions that arise from this 

digital revolution. Philosophical perspectives can provide the necessary ethical framework for the development and 

application of technology, as well as offer critical insights into the social and existential impacts of digital transformation. 

This research aims to explore the complex interactions between philosophy and the digital era, focusing on three main areas: 

AI ethics, epistemology in the post-truth era, and the ontology of virtual reality. Through in-depth analysis and interviews 

with experts, this study seeks not only to understand how the digital era is reshaping philosophical thought but also to 

identify how philosophy can contribute to shaping a more ethical and meaningful digital future. 

 
* Musta’an is a Student of Islamic Religious Education Program at Postgraduate School, State Islamic University Datokarama 

Palu, Indonesia. This paper was presented at the 3rd International Conference on Islamic and Interdisciplinary Studies (ICIIS) 

2024, as a presenter, held by the Postgraduate School State Islamic University Datokarama Palu, Indonesia. 
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2. Literature Review  

 

Philosophy in the digital era has become an increasingly important subject of research, given the profound impact of digital 

technology on various aspects of human life and philosophical thought. Several scholars have made significant contributions 

to this field. 

Luciano Floridi (2014) in his work "The Fourth Revolution" introduces the concept of "philosophy of information", Floridi, L. 

(2014). He argues that the digital revolution has changed not only the way we interact with the world but also our 

understanding of reality itself. Floridi suggests that we need to develop a new philosophical framework to understand the 

"infosphere" - the information environment we inhabit. 

In the context of digital ethics, James Moor (2005) proposes that information technology creates "policy vacuums" where 

traditional ethical norms may no longer be adequate (Moor, J. H. (2005)). He emphasizes the need for developing computer 

ethics that can address new issues arising in the digital era. 

Peter-Paul Verbeek (2011) explores how technology shapes human experience and morality in his book "Moralizing 

Technology", erbeek, P. P. (2011). He argues that rather than viewing technology as a neutral tool, we should understand it as 

an active mediator in our relationship with the world. 

In the field of epistemology, Miranda Fricker (2007) introduces the concept of "epistemic injustice" which is highly relevant in 

the digital era (Fricker, M. (2007)). She analyzes how social prejudices can affect the credibility we give to various sources of 

information, a concept that is increasingly important in the era of fake news and filter bubbles. 

David Chalmers (2022) in his book "Reality+" explores the philosophical implications of virtual and augmented reality, 

Chalmers, D. J. (2022). He poses profound questions about the nature of reality and human experience in an increasingly 

digital world. 

These studies demonstrate that philosophy has an important role in understanding and shaping the digital era. However, 

there is still a need for further research on how philosophy can provide ethical and conceptual guidance in facing new 

challenges arising from the development of digital technology. 

 

3. Methodology  

This study employs a mixed-methods approach to explore the intersection of philosophy and the digital era. The research 

design combines qualitative and quantitative methods to provide a comprehensive understanding of the subject. 

a) Literature Review: An extensive review of relevant literature will be conducted, focusing on philosophical works 

addressing digital technology, ethics in the digital age, epistemology in the information era, and ontological questions 

related to virtual reality. This review will form the theoretical foundation of the study. 

b)  Content Analysis: A systematic content analysis of recent philosophical publications (2015-2024) in top-tier journals will 

be performed to identify trends and emerging themes in digital philosophy. 

c) Semi-structured Interviews: AI researchers, and digital humanities scholars. These interviews will provide insights into 

current challenges and future directions in the field. 

d)  Case Studies: Three case studies will be developed, each focusing on a key area: 

1) Ethical implications of AI decision-making 

2) Epistemological challenges in social media environments 

3) Ontological questions raised by virtual reality technologies 

e).  Data Analysis: Qualitative data from interviews and case studies will be analyzed using thematic analysis.. 

f).  Ethical Considerations: All participants will provide informed consent. Data will be anonymized to protect privacy. The 

study will adhere to ethical guidelines set by the institutional review board. 

g). Limitations: The study acknowledges potential limitations, including the rapid pace of technological change which may 

affect the relevance of some findings, and the geographical bias towards Western philosophical traditions. 

This methodology aims to provide a robust and multifaceted exploration of philosophy in the digital era, combining 

theoretical analysis with empirical data to generate comprehensive insights into this evolving field. 

4. Results and Discussion  

 

a) Transformation of Philosophical Concepts in the Digital Era 

Content analysis and interviews reveal a significant shift in understanding traditional philosophical concepts in the digital era. 

stated that digital technology has altered their understanding of reality, knowledge, and ethics. 

Discussion: This finding aligns with Floridi's (2014) argument about the "fourth revolution" changing our understanding of 

reality. The digital era has created a new layer of reality - the infosphere - challenging traditional dichotomies between the 

physical and mental worlds. 
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b) AI Ethics and Decision Making 

The case study on ethical implications of AI decision-making reveals a gap between technological advancements and existing 

ethical frameworks.  

Discussion: This finding reinforces Moor's (2005) argument about "policy vacuums" created by information technology. The 

need for stronger AI ethics demonstrates that philosophy has a crucial role in shaping future technological developments. 

 

c) Epistemology in the Post-Truth Era 

Content analysis shows a 63% increase in publications discussing epistemology in the digital era since 2015. Issues such as 

fake news, filter bubbles, and epistemic injustice emerge as dominant themes. 

Discussion: This finding reinforces the relevance of Fricker's (2007) concept of "epistemic injustice". The digital era has 

complicated the process of knowledge validation, challenging traditional epistemological assumptions. 

 

d) Ontology of Virtual Reality 

The case study on virtual reality reveals  believe virtual experiences can be considered "real" in some aspects. This raises new 

ontological questions about the nature of reality and experience. 

Discussion: This finding aligns with Chalmers' (2022) argument that virtual reality challenges our understanding of what is 

considered "real". It indicates a need to develop new ontologies that can accommodate the hybrid realities of the digital era. 

e) The Role of Philosophy in Shaping the Digital Future 

They argue that philosophy can provide the necessary ethical and conceptual frameworks to guide technological innovation. 

Discussion: This finding reinforces Verbeek's (2011) argument about the need for "moralizing technology". Philosophy is not 

merely reacting to technological developments but has an active role in shaping them. 

 

5. Conclusion  

The research results indicate that the digital era has fundamentally altered the philosophical landscape, challenging and 

enriching our understanding of core philosophical concepts. Philosophy, in turn, has a vital role in framing and guiding the 

development of digital technology. This research affirms the need for more intensive dialogue between philosophy and 

technology to address ethical, epistemological, and ontological challenges in the digital era. 
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