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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Volume: 2 The objective of the research is to describe the EFL learners’ perceptions on the
application of Reading Aloud Technique in teaching pronunciation. This research was
conducted using qualitative research design. The subjects of the research were 5
students of batch 2018 of English Education Study Program who were selected
randomly. In collecting the data, the researcher conducted and collected open-ended
responses to questions in an online questionnaire. Due to that, the researcher also
conducted an in depth semi-structured interview with informants consisting of students.
Referring to the results of the interview and qualitative data analyses, it was found that
EFL learners have positive perceptions about the application of Reading Aloud Technique
in teaching pronunciation. The students perceive that the application of Reading Aloud
Technique is good and important. In addition, most of the EFL learners’ answers on the
interview, for items that require their perceptions on Reading Aloud Technique, are in SA
(Strongly Agree) and A (Agree) answers. Moreover, the EFL learners also respond that
they might be good learners if they use Reading Aloud Technique in the pronunciation
learning.
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1. Introduction

Pronunciation is the component of speaking which the speaker produces a right sound of every word to make a
meaning. It is very needed in speaking in order to make listener s understand about what the speaker says. According
to Otlowsky (1992:1), “Pronunciation is a way speaking a word especially a way that is generally expected or generally
understood.” In addition, Harmer (1991:11) defines, “Pronunciation is made up of three areas; sounds, stress, and
intonation.” Pronunciation should be promoted to students. Knowing the fact that English is a foreign language in
Indonesia, students may get many difficulties in communication.
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Having a good pronunciation of the language can help in normal communication, particularly intelligibility (Nation and
Newton, 2009). However, Nation and Newton (2009) argue that it is not the only reason why pronunciation teaching
should be conducted. There is another more important reason. He explains that learners’ phonological loop affect
learners gain stable pronunciation. Nation & Newton (2009:75) explains phonological loop is the brain saying a word or
phrase over and over to itself in order to keep it in working memory or to help it move into long-term memory and if
learners do not have a stable pronunciation for a word, it cannot easily enter long-term memory because it cannot be
held in the phonological loop (Ellis & Beaton, 1993; Baddeley, Gathercole and Papagno, 1998; Singleton, 1999: 148—
151).

However, during the process of pronunciation learning, some problems happen because English is not a mother tongue
for many students. One of the problems is about the differences in sounds. The study by Hassan (2014) implied that
Sudanese students of English whose language background is

Sudanese Arab, faced problems with the English pronunciation, especially vowels. It is because they have more than
one way of pronunciation. It is even worse when contrasting the certain vowels with consonants. Based on that fact, it
concludes that the mother tongue interference of sounds or the different sound system is seen as a problem in learning
a foreign language.

2. Literature Review

In addition, the main purposes of Reading Aloud Technique as adopted from Huang (2010:149) are to: (1) practice
pronunciation, in which reading aloud is a kind of comprehensive practice of pronunciation itself as well as aid to help
EFL learners correct their dialects and accent effectively; (2) get deeper understanding as reading aloud is the
reappearance of all the original content of idea, feeling, and style in the form of voice; and (3) strengthen the
knowledge, in which it is to strengthen what EFL learners have learned by listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

For its advantages, Yu (2015) found that reading aloud is beneficial for students to enrich their vocabulary knowledge,
improve pronunciation, word stress awareness, and help to identify sentence structures and understand the texts. It is
also found by Ninsuwan (2015) that reading aloud boosted the students to have more self-confidence to pronounce the
different or unfamiliar words and it could build up potential for students to memorize words as researcher observed in
class and in test paper on how students explain and answer the questions. Senawati et al. (2021) revealed that reading
aloud benefits students’ English regarding their vocabulary, pronunciation, comprehension, listening skills, reading
skills, speaking skills, communicative skills, and motivation, literacy, and critical thinking skills. Furthermore, Adita,
Bindarti, & Wahyuningsih (2014) found that Reading Aloud Technique improves the students’ pronunciation
achievement in reading narrative texts. Additionally, Reading Aloud Technique benefits the students with their new
vocabulary and syntactic awareness.

On the other hand, Reading Aloud Technique has disadvantages. Yu (2015) found that Reading Aloud Technique does
not completely help students understand what they read because the main focus is to improve the students’
pronunciation, vocabulary, intonation, and rhythm. Therefore, this technique does not help students with their
comprehension. Further, according to Ocvika (2017:21), reading aloud will frequently slow down the students’ reading
speed that has always been emphasized to improve. It gives a few students chances of practice while the others feel
bored.

3. Methodology

In this research, the researcher used qualitative research design. This design aimed at describing the information. In line with
the previous statements, According to Fitrah & Luthfiyah (2017), descriptive research is research that aims to describe
existing phenomena, which occur now and in the past. This study does not make manipulations or changes to the
independent variables but illustrates a condition based on facts. Lodico, Saulding, & Voegtle (2010) explain that qualitative
research focuses on the study of social phenomena and giving feedbacks to the perceptions by the participants of the study.
Creswell (2014) explains that qualitative research is a research with an approach to understanding the meaning of individual
or group and exploring social or human problems. Yin (2011) also explains that qualitative research exists to collect, integrate,
and present data of any given study from a variety of evidence. Yin (2011) also concludes that this research design covers
contextual condition.
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The research questionnaire consists of 17 closed questions that focus on the EFL learners’ perceptions on the application of
Reading Aloud Technique in teaching pronunciation. In addition, there are a few questions about Reading Aloud Technique.
Since the type of questionnaire used was a closed questionnaire, students only chose the answers available without having to
think about their own answers. The researcher told the informants that the questionnaire remained confidential and do not
affect the value of English lessons. The data analysis comprises data reduction, data display, conclusion and verification (Miles
and Huberman, 1994). The data collected in the research were reduced from selecting, categorizing, reducing, displaying, and
interpreting data. After reducing the data, the researcher presented the data into a diagram in order to make the data can be
easily understood.

4. Results and Discussion

In this part, the researcher provides discussion in case of answering the research question which is about what are the EFL
learners’ perceptions toward the application of Reading Aloud Technique in teaching pronunciation. In line with that, some
theories are used to support the discussion. The previous responses show that the EFL learners gave their responses
positively. Students auditory perception shows that the application of Reading Aloud Technique is good and important
because the technique will help them to improve their pronunciation. Most of the students’ responses on the related item is
on SA (Strongly Agree) and A (Agree) answers. Additionally, the EFL learners gave positive responses on the items that are
related to the strong points of Reading Aloud Technique in teaching pronunciation. Therefore, based on this result, it can be
inferred that the EFL learners’ perceptions toward the application of Reading Aloud Technique in teaching pronunciation are
positive because they believe that the technique is important and good to apply in pronunciation learning.

Some studies believe that difficulties in learning English pronunciation arise due to the differences between the target
language and the mother tongue of the language learners. Mother tongue influence in learning English has been studied by
many researchers. Some of them were by Hassan (2014) who imply that students were interfered by their mother tongue
which is Sudanese Arab; Begum & Hoque (2016) who found that mother tongue interference affect the students’
pronuncation on English vowels, consonants, and minimal pair; and Saputra et al. (2020) who found that the students’
pronunciation on suffixes “s” and “es” are influenced by their Indonesian mother tongue.

Also, according to Shak, Lee, & Stephen (2016), most EFL learners have difficulties in learning pronunciation because they are
not interested, not exposed to target language often, and that teachers do not highlight the importance of pronunciation, nor
have the right tools to help EFL learners dealing with their pronunciation. This case might be true for EFL learners of batch
2018, Tadulako University as they are not really aware of the importance of pronunciation in language learning. It is the thing
that will guide them to a more understood spoken English. This is showed by the fact that most samples in this research
obtain B on their pronunciation class.

Another problem faced by EFL learners which is obtained from interview is that their native language affects the way they
speak or affect their English sounds. Dealing with it, Silalahi (2016) explains that native speakers of Indonesian will use
Indonesian phonological system to pronounce English words and expressions. A famous example would be some Indonesian
native speakers will automatically pronounce /sarsk/ for ,shark" because there is no English “sh” (phonetically transcribed
/I/) in Indonesian phonological system. This statement from Silalahi is relevant to what happens to the EFL learners of bacth
18, Tadulako University in which they find difficulties in pronouncing words that have unfamiliar sounds with Indonesian’s.
For example, there are some EFL learners respond that pronouncing words that end with /r/ and /I/ sound are difficult, such
as: girl, world, pearl, etc.

The problem faced by EFL learners earlier can lead them to mispronunciation. Mispronunciation is commonly occurred in the
non-native context. In EFL context, mispronunciations are generally caused by several reasons as explained by Silalahi (2016).
Firstly, the students follow or apply the pronunciation of basic words. Secondly, students tend to use their native
phonological rules. Thirdly, the mispronounce words are rarely used by the EFL learners. Lastly, they imitate the wrong
pronunciation from their instructor. Improving students’ ability to pronounce English expression can be done by using
suitable materials. The substitution of sound also include in this problem. Hassan (2014) found that Sudanese students
substitute the sounds and get confused of the sounds. They changed pronounciation different consonants as the same one.

In line with it, there are some studies that focus on the application of Reading Aloud Technique in pronunciation teaching.
Nurani & Rosyada (2015) conducted a study on the technique and found that the EFL learners’ motivation and ability are
improved. The EFL learners’ enthusiasm also improved as well as the interaction between EFL learners. Another study
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conducted by Layli (2016) found that there is an improvement of the learners’ pronunciation after the application of Reading
Aloud Technique. Also, the EFL students’ understanding in pronunciation is also affected. Ocvika (2017) confirms that the EFL
teacher had done Reading Aloud Technique less effective and less maximal because there were some weaknesses in several
sides during the process of teaching and learning. The situation during the process of teaching and learning pronunciation
through Reading Aloud Technique was that the EFL students read the text with a low sound and read so slowly as they had
never seen the words before, so the EFL teacher seemed difficult to hear EFL students’ sound.

5. Conclusion

This study was carried out to find out the EFL learners’ perceptions toward the application of Reading Aloud Technique in the
teaching of pronunciation. In order to obtain the information, the questionnaire and interview were provided to the EFL
learners. Then, based on the findings, the researcher concludes that the EFL learners who were interviewed in this research
give satisfying answers. Most of the students perceive that the application of Reading Aloud Technique is good and important
to support their pronuncation improvement. Also, most of the EFL learners’ answers on the questionnaire, for items that
require their perceptions on Reading Aloud Technique, are in SA (Strongly Agree) and A (Agree) answers. This can be implied
that the students have positive responses toward the application of Reading Aloud Technique
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